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Specifications may change, but good teaching methods and practice 
stay the same.  Or do they? And often the tools for learning change or 

go for good… goodbye Repl.it and Trinket!
Following on from my “Just One Thing” talk two years ago, 

I’d like to show you what I have been using to 
help my Year 10s learn well, and how 

I tweak things for Year 11s leading up to the exams.  
I’ll include some of the best ideas from the Pearson Webinar series 
this year and how I have improved how we use Smart Revise - one 

learning tool that keeps improving.  
Please be ready to share your ideas too…

Session description:



https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualification
s/edexcel-gcses/computer-science-2020.coursem
aterials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:C
ategory%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filte
rQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2
FPast-training-content 
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Name and email
Exam board for GCSE CS
Use of Smart Revise?

AND - If you were asked for 
THREE characteristics you would want 

from your Y11 students, 
what would they be?

Share 1 - go to google doc from start



If I was asked for 
THREE characteristics I would want 

from my Y11 students, 
what would they be?

1. Competent students
2. Confident students
3. Cognisant students 



Gemini, please make an infographic showing competent, confident and cognosant students:



All students are different… 



Year 10 - Structure of the course 
- Theory 

Share 2a - Theory Resources



Narratives 1 - Will it make the boat go faster?

https://gr8computing.wordpress.com/2023/12/01/will-it-mak
e-the-boat-go-faster-out-learning-not-out-working/ 

https://gr8computing.wordpress.com/2023/12/01/will-it-make-the-boat-go-faster-out-learning-not-out-working/
https://gr8computing.wordpress.com/2023/12/01/will-it-make-the-boat-go-faster-out-learning-not-out-working/


Narratives 2 - Dawn Wall



Narratives 2 - Dawn Wall - Word clouds



My summary:  
Share 2 - go to google doc from start

● SWOW - see right
● PGOnline slides, worksheets and revision slides 

with reflections 
● Smart Revise - see later
● Hand mark Topic Tests with formative assessment 

to develop exam technique 
● *Now issuing getting started guide topics for Y10s



Year 10 - Structure of the course 
- Programming

Share 2b - Programming Resources



I will miss Trinket…



Time 2 Code



Colab / Jupyter notebooks - sample and handing in 



Using Colab notebooks in Chrome



Go CodeIt

https://gocodeit.online/ 

https://gocodeit.online/


Share 3 - go to google doc from start



Using Smart Revise



Smart Revise then…



What it looks like now for students:

Quiz - low stakes multiple choice 
questions exactly matched to the 
course specification - The aim is to 
"master" a question by answering it 
correctly three times in a row.  

Terms - flashcards covering every 
subject specific word in a course 
specification

Advance - a large bank of short and 
long answer questions that require 
written answers

Flight Path / Goals / Resorts / (Class 
Awards tbf)



Help to set up…

https://smartrevise.craigndave.org/teachers 

https://smartrevise.craigndave.org/teachers


You have to monitor…



Flightpaths being used



Share 4 - go to google doc from start
How are you using Smart Revise?



Improve your understanding…

https://smartrevise.craigndave.org/teache
rs 

Especially the filtering explanation.

https://smartrevise.craigndave.org/teachers
https://smartrevise.craigndave.org/teachers


The best analytics…

View Class > Analytics

Summary report per student.

Quiz usage  

Class Matrix



How to improve learning for Y11s - with real data
View Class > Analytics

Summary report per student.

Quiz usage  

Class Matrix



Start of Year 11 tweaks 
including for exams 



Nothing beats exhaustive past questions…

For Pearson Edexcel, it's the Getting 
Started Guide… 
Mentioned in every Webinar:



Year 11 Tweaks

● Deep Dive - Alice’s and Adam’s
● My Webinar on 6 mark questions
● Getting started guide but *Now issuing getting 

started guide topics for Y10s topic test revision
● Share past questions analysis from the webinars, 

Paper 1 and Paper 2
● Walk throughs
● Avoid too much stuff - they often have 8 other 

subjects and teachers overwhelming them



Closing remarks



All students are different… 



Cognosant students…



Diagnostic questions?



Gemini, please make an infographic showing competent, confident and cognosant computer science 
teachers, making sure cognosant for uk not cognizant…



And finally…

Thank you for being such a kind and caring teacher, 
supporting us through all the work we have done during our 
time at school. It has ment a lot to all of us, we will miss 
having you as a teacher!


